
 

 

Minutes of the HCV Joint Committee meeting held onThursday 6th December, 
2018 at 7.30pm at The Community Room, Sutton. 

 
 
 
 
Present:      
 
Owen Mc Laughlin (OM) - Secretary 
Brian Burpitt (BB)  - Chairman 
Wendy Oldfield (WO)  - Earith Speedwatch  
Mark Inskip (MI)  - Sutton PC 
Andy Bush (AB)  - Hilton HAT 
Neil Harris (NH)  - Willingham PC 
Lorna Dupre (LD)  - Cambs CC 
Alan James (AJ)  - Haddenham 
Margaret Lumb (ML)  - Chair St. Ives Road Safety Committee 
Dave McCandless (DM) - Community Roadwatch 
Charles Gienke (CG)  - Wilburton  
Kathy Searle (KS)  - Bluntisham PC 
 
Welcomes and Apologies 
 
The meeting welcomed Charlie Gienke from Wilburton who is opposing new development in 
Wilburton and is interested in the activities of the HCV group with respect to monitoring existing 
traffic and pollution problems. 
 
Apologies were received from Pauline and Gareth Wilson, Jeff Nichols, Louise Reay and 
Margaret Shardlow 
 
 
1. Willow Hall Farm planning application 
 
Update 
AJ said that there were no new submissions on the planning portal. There is a lot of opposition 
to the proposal and the most damaging objections were based on the calculations of water 
requirements that completely refuted the figures quoted in the application. The Environment 
Agency and the Drainage Board have also raised serious concerns.   
The Ramsar replacement site has also been confirmed. Ramsar wetland sites fall under the 
jurisdiction of the UN.     https://www.ramsar.org/ 
 
WO said that other farmers in the vicinity were also opposed because they were afraid that the 
new irrigation arrangements might affect their own water supplies. 
KS added that there was no Minerals and Waste extraction plan submitted with the application. 
This deficiency should lead to refusal. Latta’s farm was held up for that reason although consent 
was eventually granted.  
 
Planning Meeting on January 24th 
This is the date when it is assumed the application will be heard. It is definitely not happening in 
December. People have 3 minutes each to make representations.  AJ said he might speak on 
behalf of CPRE.  Steve Criswell had suggested that some kind of demonstration outside the 
hearing might be effective.  
 
WO said that Liz Sandercock in Earith was intending to organise a street demonstration in 
Earith for January 27th.  They had already got together a petition against the application with 
over 200 signatures from Earith and more from Bluntisham. The school was also supportive.  
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
2.      TRO Progress 

 
East Cambs Transport Strategy 
 
In his response to the Willow Hall farm application, Steve Criswell had made reference to the 
TRO proposal that featured in the East Cambs Transport Strategy. 
 
“East Cambs Transport Strategy 2016 gives particular mention to HCV problems on the A1123 and 

surrounding villages, with a stated intention to remove HCV traffic from the ‘central diamond’. The 

aim is that HCVs will use A141/142, A10 or A14. Andy Preston’s team are tasked with delivering this. 

The opening of the Ely Southern bypass reinforces that intention”. 

 
BB: You can’t really do a TRO for East Cambs without the western section of the A1123 being 
included.  
AJ: Well it certainly sounds like the Diamond. We need to get clarification from East Cambs on 
what is being considered. We also haven’t costed the signage but it may be better if East 
Cambs do this now. 
ML: It costs about £700 per sign. 
NH: We had planning imposed on us but we still had to pay. The new access road is now being 
built for phases 2 & 3 at Northstowe. This involves the construction of 1500 houses. 
KS: Another problem is that CIL money only flows about 9 months after the houses have been 
occupied. 
LD: Are East Cambs intending one or multiple TROs? 
 
Action: LD to get clarification from Andrew Preston. 
 
Perhaps we should also invite Andrew Preston to the next HCV meeting. 
 
3.       Environmental monitoring 

 
NO2 Monitoring 
 
East Cambs had published a report on  supplementary nitrogen dioxide monitoring in Wilburton, 
Haddenham and Sutton  between October 2016 and April 2017. The report mentions that the 
HCV group had initially approached  East Cambs Environmental Services (ES) to suggest extra 
testing in these 3 villages but the HCV had no funds to pay for them. ES decided that the 
locations proposed by the HCV group should be monitored and so paid for the tubes 
themselves.  But for some reason they didn’t inform the HCV group of this decision. 
 
The testing lasted for 7 months from October 2016 until April 2017. Although the adjusted 
results were all below the legal limit there were some very high readings recorded. At Wilburton 
Post office 53.6  ug/m3 was recorded in December 2016, and 71.4 ug/m3 in January 2017. 
When these are bias adjusted they are both above the legal limit. The conclusion of the report 
was that air quality was being negatively impacted by traffic emissions and the council would 
support measures to mitigate this problem. (See Appendix A) 
 
Action: OM to email this report to LD. 
 
WO said she had put up some more tubes outside Woodlands in Earith, at Morrisons in St. Ives 
and in Bluntisham.  AJ asked how the tubes were being ordered and WO said she gets them 
straight from Gradko.  
 
AJ said that Geoff Buck was very sceptical about the bias adjustment factor applied to NO2  

data.  



 

 
OM said that Huntingdonshire had applied a factor of 0.77 to their data but it was not very clear 
why this value had been chosen. 
BB thought that East Cambs had actually applied the bias factor twice in their results. 
 
Action: OM to ask Hunts how the bias factor of 0.77 was chosen. 
 
LD: There is an air quality specialist group that meets in Cambridge. She would also ask East 
Cambs for a justification of their bias factor. 
 
Noise Monitoring 
 
BB said he would circulate the recent noise results. The testing lasted one week at each 
location. 
 
DM asked if we only tested on A roads. (Answer was ‘No’). The residents of Sawtry Way had 
complained about traffic noise. Community Roadwatch will pay for noise testing. Vibration is 
also a problem. They had applied for a TRO to get the speed limit in Sawtry Way reduced to 
40mph. They had also proved in Colne that reducing the speed of HGVs from 30 to 20 mph 
makes a big difference. This is just a voluntary limit which applies to companies who have 
signed the Covenant. 
 
AJ said that there are no national standards for vibration which makes vibration testing less 
useful. But if we need the sound monitor again some will have to pick it up from Uttoxeter. 
MI said that he would be going near Uttoxeter at Xmas. 
 
Traffic Baseline 
 
LD: The police have loggers that can count 4 different types of vehicle. 
NH: The traffic loggers around Northstowe are still in position but it is impossible to get hold of 
the data from them. 
 
Some of the  baseline figures for the A14 contained in the Preliminary Traffic Report from April 
2014 are shown below. The vehicle numbers for the A1123 through Earith for 2011 look very 
suspect 
Local Roads between Huntingdon and Cambridge 

Local Roads between Huntingdon & Cambridge 

 

2011 2020 2035 

     A1123 Houghton Road (through St Ives) 

 

14000 9500 20000 

B1040 Somersham Road (north of St Ives) 

 

8000 9500 11500 

A1123 Station Road (through Earith) 

 

18000 20000 21000 

High Street (through Over) 

 

<1000 <1000 <1000 

High Street (through Swavesey) 

 

2000 2500 3000 

B1050 Station Road (through Willingham) 

 

9000 12000 13000 

B1040 Potton Road (between A14 and Hilton) 

 

7000 9000 11000 

Elsworth Road (through Conington) 

 

2000 2500 3000 

High Street (through Knapwell) 

 

1500 2500 4000 

High Street (through Boxworth) 

 

2500 3000 4000 

Scotland Road (through Dry Drayton) 

 

5000 6000 7500 

 
BB has been doing accurate traffic counts in Earith since 2010 and all the results have been 
within the range 8000 to 11000. See Table below. A figure of 18000 is absurd. It does raise 
questions about the accuracy of the AADT model. 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Earith High Street Traffic Counts 

      

Date All Traffic Lorries % Lorries Gravel 
Lorries 

Gravel as % of 
Lorries 

9-Jun-2010 9,215 577 6.3 145 25.1 

9-Jun-2011 8,562 510 6.0 110 21.6 

16-Sep-2011 8,663 431 5.0 123 28.5 

27-Jun-2012 8,537 451 5.3 110 24.4 

26-Feb-2013 8,186 385 4.8 71 18.4 

17-Jun-2013 8,517 439 5.2 75 17.1 

18-Jun-2013 9,200 445 4.9 90 20.2 

19-Jun-2014 8,984 444 5.0 91 20.5 

16-Mar-2015 8,992 571 6.4 173 30.3 

13-Jul-2015 9,599 627 6.6 179 28.6 

23-Jul-2016 10,199 424 4.2 91 21.5 

14-Feb-2017 10,011 537 5.4 185 34.5 

21-Jun-2017 10,856 693 6.4 269 38.8 

12-Oct-2017 10,990 783 7.2 350 44.7 

27-Feb-2018 8,625 572 6.7 261 45.6 

9-May-2018 10,940 667 6.1 254 38.1 

10-Jul-2018 10,212 682 6.7 253 37.1 

12-Oct-2018 11,154 676 6.1 227 33.6 

 
AB: The figures for Hilton look correct.  
BB: Will do another count in Earith soon.  
 
Monitoring Equipment 
 
AB said that he had now received the low-cost particulate monitor that he’d bought. This is the 
hackAir sensor for measuring particulates (PM2.5 and PM10). It is basically a micro-controller 
and an air quality sensor. It can be connected to the home wi-fi.  
 

https://www.hackair.eu/product/hackair-home-sensor/ 

 
AJ said that while these devices were useful to get indicative measurements of particulates we 
also needed others which could produce readings that were officially recognised. This requires 
that devices undergo some kind of certification process. ‘Official’ measurements also have to be 
taken in situ over a period of 2 years. All this makes it a difficult task to accomplish. 
 
There is still the intention of purchasing some of the new SmartCitizen kits which can measure 
noise, NO2 and particulates. 
 
HCV safety audits 
 
WO said she would take more measurements around the villages to locate places where the 
road width did not conform to the minimum requirements as laid down in the Design Manual for 
Roads and Bridges.  
 

 
4.      Response to Claire Braybrook at HDC 
 
Claire Braybrook had sent the HCV group an email with some suggestions for new NO2 sites. 
These were; outside the village hall in Earith; the crossroads near the shell Garage in St.Ives 
and at Hill Rise in St. Ives.  
 



 

 
WO said that some other locations might also be considered. At Bridge End in Earith; at a 
location in the West End of Earith; at the Vindis roundabout in St. Ives and at Harrison Way near 
the McDonalds in St.Ives 
 
OM said he would pass these observations on to Claire Braybrook. 
 
5.      Meeting with Shailesh Vara 
 
WO has arranged a public meeting with MP Shailesh Vara in Earith Village Hall on December 
21st between 10.30 and 11.30 am. This is an opportunity for constituents to ask questions on 
matters of interest such as the new planning framework which is now skewed in favour of 
development. 
AJ: A village can produce its own neighbourhood plan which gives it some control over 
development. 
MI:  This is not very expensive and it is possible to get grants.  
WO: Lucy Fraser was also supposed to be coming but is not now. 
NH: We would like to re-arrange a meeting with Lucy Fraser if possible.  
 
OM said he would like to raise some issues to do with road safety. AJ volunteered to speak on 
behalf of HCV.  
 
6.     Earith Street Protest 
 
A group of residents in Earith are making plans for a demonstration against the Willow Hall 
Farm application and the general  increase in HCV traffic. The date for the event is Sunday 
January 27th. There will be a march along the road with placards and musical instruments. The 
aim of the march is to highlight the problems of excessive HCV traffic without causing too much 
disruption. Steve Criswell has also suggested a demonstration outside Shire Hall when the 
Willow Hall farm planning application is being heard on January 24th. 
AJ: The BBC have a local democracy reporter, Katie Trickett. It would be worth contacting her. I 
can pass on a press release. 

 
7.       AADT Traffic Forecasts   This item has already been covered. 

 
8.       Future Status of the HCV Group 
 
AJ reported that RoADARC had offered a donation to the HCV group following the presentation 
at their event  on November 4th. The offer was declined because HCV have no bank account. 
But this raises the question as to whether we need to change the status of the group so that we 
can open an account and apply for funding. So far a lot of the testing has been funded by 
individual members and this is not really sustainable. The downside is that having an account 
means someone has to act as treasurer and accounts have to be produced so there is more 
administration.  
 
KS said that internet banking makes things a lot easier these days. She would also ask Mark 
Berg, Chairman of Bluntisham PC and who works for Costain on the A14, about funding 
opportunities via the A14 community fund. WO said that one village got Speedwatch equipment 
paid for by the A14 fund. 
 
DM explained that Community Roadwatch was set up as a Community Interest Company (CIC). 
A CIC is a special type of limited company that is set up to benefit the community rather than 
shareholders. To set one up you have to apply to Companies House and your application must 
be approved by a regulator. With a CIC it is possible to get free banking. DM offered to help with 
the model if the HCV Group goes ahead with its application. 
 
With a bank account the HCV would be able to apply for funding from a number of sources.  
 
9.       Next Meeting      February 28th, 2019



 

 
Appendix A – Wilburton NO2 Results 

 

 


